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DOUBTS: A grouk fl 
Belden Center residents 
think that others are 
nzaking too much of 
potential health risks. 
By Mike Kurilovitch 
and Teresa Hosheli 
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TOWN OF NIAGARA - 
Patrick Bainey is won-icd for his 
neighborhood. 

A lifelong resident of Belden 
Center, his anxiety stems not so 
much from the fact that it may 

, harbor a higher-than-average 
/ cancer risk - although that defi- 

nitely concerns him-but more so 1 from its public perception. 
I He won-ies that undue panic 
/ over health concerns will paint his 
' serene, out-of-the-way commu- 
1 nity as a "garbage dump," sending 

property values plummeting and 
pitting neighbor against neighbor 
in a scramble for monetary 

1 compensation. 
1 "I don't have any doubt there is 
i probably some crap in the ground 

back there," the 45-year-old truck 
driver said, referring to a series of 
old industrial landfills running 
adjacent to the residential area. 

I "But I don't think it is killing 
/ anybody." 
i In their younger days, Barney 
' said he and many other neiglbor- 

hood children, many of whom still 
reside in the area, spent their time 
"exploring" a wooded area, riding 
bicycles and mini-bikes over the 
"white hills" borne of slag dump- 
ing and even swimming in green- 
tinged pits intended for refuse. 

"We called it 'bare-ass beach,' " 
he said of the pits, dug by Union 
CarbidejGlobar employees "just 
this side of the Vanadium dumping 
grounds" and filled by rainfall and 
sunoff. 

"Weswaminit," hesaid. "Ispent 
my entire life in those woods, 

Please see Panic, 5A 
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AT THE FENCE: Michael J. Hinton, an environmental engineer with the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation, looks through a fence at a mound near the border of the Union 
Carbide landfill near the Belden Center neighborhood. 

III Belden Center isn't the only residential area 
in the county that has dump sites for 



:Panic is what wo V nts 
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playing baseball, exploring. And 
none of t h s  people I knew closely 
has died strangely." 

Barney attended some of the 
early meetings of the citizens' 
action group CAPE, which stands 
for Citizens Against Polluting the 
Environment. Although he had no 
gripe with their intentions - 
"looking into things is fine," he said 
-he objected to their tactics. 

"They were trying to incite peo- 
ple," he said. "That kind of men- 
tality, I felt, was wrong. They were 
twisting the facts and misleading 
people." 

To illustrate his point, Barney 
cites an informal health survey 
conducted by CAPE leadership. He 
said the survey revealed "19 can- 
cers in 26 homes." 

"But they counted things like 
warts," he said. "It made it sound 
real bad when it was all lumped 
together, but it was weighted. I 
didn't like the way they went about 
things, trylng to incite people." 

Charles Magill moved to Duluth 
Street, just off Lockport Road, in 
1983. He's heard the whispers over 
health fears but notices a strange 
silence among his Belden Center 
neighbors when the subject is 
broached. 

"Nobody speaks about it in the 
neighborhood," he said. "It seems 
like a lot of them don't want to hear 
it." 

He said he sympathizes with 
residents concemedabout property 
values and potential relocation 
away from friends and family. 

"I realize they have put their 
whole lives into this area," he said. 
"There are mixed feelings. They 
don't want to hear nothing about 
losing their houses. There are 
generations of families who have 
grown up here and don't want to 
hear it. They don't even want to 
think about the possibility there is 
something wrong." 

Personally, he said he would like 
to know, "for the children of the 
futur: I would like to be told the 
truth. 

"They say the water is fine 
because it is pumped in. Then show 
us the reports," he said. "Is it OK to 
plant a garden, to eat the b i t ?  If it's 
fine, then let the people know it. If 
there !s a danger, let the people 
know. 

That "white hills" area - so 
called because of the brilliant white 
sheen the slag heap assumes after a 
steady rain - has been frequented 
by generations of kids seeing it as a 
safe haven for rugged play, Magill 
said. 

"The kids believe it is safe 
because their parents tell them they 
always went there and they're OK,': 
Magill said. "If it is dangerous - if 
there's the possibility someone can 
getsick-blockit off. Ifit hasgotten 
worse, block the damn thing off so 
no one can go there. Somebody do 
something!" 

Michael J. Hinton, an engineer 
with the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation, said 
neighborhood children have 
roaged the area for decades, riding 
their ATVs, crawling around a slag 
heap "cave" or just "partying" at a 
modestly appointed hangout - all 
despite what seems like miles of 
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chain-link fencing sporting several 
vew cons~icuous "No Trespass- . . 
ing" signs. 

The fencing is part of the prob- 
lem, Hinton said, because "the kids 
come out here with wire clippers 
and just cut it. You can see the 
(ATV) tracks on that mound over 
there," he said, pointing to one of 
the "white hills" well within a 
fenced area that has been accessed 
by kids. 

Thew motorbtkes no doubt kick 
up clouds of potentially dangerous 
dust consistlngbfash, slagand plant 
debns, he said. 

" ~ h s t ' s  one of the big problems 
out here," Hinton said of kids.pho 
continue to violate the restricted 
areas. "We have examined kids' 
(activities in the area) as a possible 
manner  of exposu re"  to  
contaminants. 

The federal Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency is conducting an 
investigation into portions of the 
Vanadium site, an area that 
encompasses more than 150 acres 
and is one of the largest sites now 
under investigation, said state 
Department of - Environmental 
Conservation regional hazardous 
a e  engineer Dan King said. 

Preliminary soil samples have 
tested positive for hazardous 
wastes, Hinton said. 

"I don't know," King said in 
assessing the merit of residents' 
health claims. "We do not do 
health-risk assessment. We gen- 
erate information on what is there, 
the concentrations, identifying the 
pathways for migration. The state 
Health Department's primary 

Dan Cappellano:h'rogara Gazette 
SURVEYING HIS LAND: Chuck Mag~il of Duluth Street looks 
out over his front yard. Mag~il IS a Belden Center resident who 
just wants to know the truth about his ne~ghborhood pnce and 
for all. 

focus is to address health hazards." wooded area. 
The Department of Health's He s a ~ d  he thinks there should be 

Cancer Surveillance Untt is inves- a significant wtldl~fe presence. 
ttgating the health problems of the That's one of the factors being 
Belden Center area. Offictals studled in determining the effect 
declined to comment on specifics the landfills have had on the area. 
pending the outcome of that He said an "tntermittent creek" 
tnvestigation. running through the Vanadturn site 

That effort is ongoing, but Hinton area supports no detectable fish life, 
said the envtronment may hold although an occasional amphtbian IS 
some clues as to posstble health spotted. 
effects. He nottces the lack of "There's a real high pH in the 
wtldlife, desptte acres upon acres of leachate," he sa~d. "It probably 
tall grass - pnme rabbit and game inhtbtts some of the fish and Insect 
bird habitat - bounded by a thickly bfe. The water itself is relatively 

clean at its headwaters'' closer to 
the nearby Jnterstate 190. "But as it 
meanders through the site, it obvi- 
ously degrades." 

Those kind of words woiry 1 
Magill. 

"We all remember what hap- 
pened not too far from here," he 
said, refemng to such envtron- 
mental emergencies as Love Canal 
and, more specifically, Bloody Run 
and the Occidental Hyde Park 
landfill. 

Magill satd that he's worked at a 
chemical plant most of his hfe and 1 
Knows what goes on wtth duinptng 

"Believe me, you don't want to 1 
know" what's buried there at Ii>de 
Park and how far tt's leaked, he sald. 
"And that's just one area. We have 
S-Area, 'Mount CECOS' growing 
higher and higher. We're sur- 
rounded by the stuff. 

"Maybe people think that 
because we're surrounded by it, 
they shouldn't wony about it. A lot 
ofpeopleget uptight when they head 
about (potential contam~nation), but 
I don't believe they think about the 
children of the future." 

Although Barney s a ~ d  "there's 
certatnly nothing wrong with 
keeptng an eye" on the abandoned 
dump s~tes ,  he thtnks residents can 
take relief from the fact that hcaltl~ 
concerns have been thoroughly 
investigated. 

"The DEC has made ~ t s  deter- 
mtnations," he said. "They (CAPE) 
did thetr job -they got tt investl- 
gated and they did OK. 

"This is not a bad neiehborhood. 
not as bad as tts reputat;bn." 
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